C
STEAM Build a Whale Scale Inuesfigafion

You Will Need:

____________________

e A Tape measure or | metre ruler

30 metres of sTring or rope

Volunteers to act as markers

Build a Whale Acﬁuifg Sheet

e A big court, empfg car par/e or field

________________________________

Research:

Predict the /engﬂ) of each whale species be/ow, usmg a search engme to find images of each
if needed. Then, research the average /engfh of each, mak/ng sure to use a reliable source.
Fina//g, convert the average /engl‘h into centimetres and calculate how much blgger the whale

is than you.

Predicted Auerage Iengfh Convert metres How many times bigger is this

/ength (metres) into centimetres whale compared to you.?

Blue whale

False killer whale

O"CG

Sperm whale

Humpback - whale

Bryde's wha/e

Southern righf whale

Pygmy sperm wha’e

Long finned
pilof whale
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STEAM Build a Whale Scale Inuesfigafion (G

Present the data from the first two columns of the table above as a gralvh, using the qu‘d
below. Think about which gmph would be best to show the information.
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STEAM Build a Whale Scale Invesfigaﬁon c—

Measure It QOut:

Whole class or group acf/u/fg
| . USing a ru/er or measurmg Tape, PMT a mar/e on The sTrmg or rope In one metre

increments.

2. Find a /arge, open space where you can comp/efe/g spread out the sTring and have a
student stand at one end. This will mark the “head of the whale.

3. Then measure out the average /engﬁ)s of the whales from the earlier chart. Start at the
same head SPOT each time, and geT a student to stand at the “tail of each whale as the
measurement is done. Vou should now be able to see how each whale compares to the

others in size.

Malzing Connections:

Which whale was the biggesl‘, which whale was the sma//esf, and what was the size
difference between them?

Find out about the feed/ng habits of the blgqesf whale. Look for information such as how
much Theg eat, what their diet consists of, and their feeding method.
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STEAM Build a Whale Scale Invesfigafion ((

Choose two different whale species from the gr/d. How /arge is each wha/e, and what s

the size difference between them ?

Use the gmph below to draw one of the whale spec/es underneath the blue whale to the

correct scale.

Key:

ISqMGI"@ = /Zm
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